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   Students will: *Develop and organize grade level appropriate research/informative writing. 

*Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing and rewriting. 

*Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection and 

research. 

3 W 4 With guidance and support 

from adults, produce 

writing in which the 

development and 

organization are 

appropriate to task and 

purpose. (Grade specific 

expectations for writing 

types are defined in 

standards 1-3) (Q1-Q4) 

In this standard students will be using strategies to organize ideas for specific tasks and 

purposes. Students will generate ideas through a variety of activities such as brainstorming, 

graphic organizing, drawing, and discussing. Students will be aware of the purpose of writing 

for the intended audience. Teachers facilitate students creating classroom rules. 

Teachers model the writing process in creating functional writing (e.g., thank you notes or 

messages to guest speakers, volunteers). 

Source: commoncore.org 

 
Example: Narrative Writing/Literary Activity 

Grade 3 Unit 2 

Chapter 5 of Sarah, Plain and Tall contains a narrative about “haystacks.”Prepare students to 

write well-developed narratives and guide a discussion of the way Patricia Maclachlan wrote 

the haystack section by asking them the following questions about the narrative in the 

chapter: 

• How many of you wanted to try sliding down a haystack after reading that scene? 

• What was it in her writing that made you feel like you were there? 

• How did you know what the characters were feeling? 

• How did the dialogue help you to “be there”? 

• How did she communicate action? Thoughts? Feelings? 

• How did she order the events? 

• How did she close the scene? 

 
Then give the students this prompt: “Imagine that you are in Massachusetts with your family. 

You are on the shores of the Atlantic Ocean and you are allowed to ride down a sand dune. 

Write a story about your experience, showing the actions, your thoughts, and your feelings 
through dialogue and description.” 
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http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade%2fWriting&amp;Folder
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3 W 5 With guidance and support 

from peers and adults, 

develop and strengthen 

writing as needed by 

planning, revising, and 

editing. (Editing for 

conventions should 

demonstrate command of 

Language standards 1-3 up 

to and including grade 3.) 

(Q1-Q4) 

Teachers model refining a rough draft for clarity and effectiveness: Evaluate the draft for use 

of ideas, content, organization, voice, word choice, and sentence fluency. 

Add details to the draft to more effectively accomplish the purpose. Rearrange the words, 

sentences, and paragraphs to clarify the meaning of the draft. Use a combination of sentence 

structures such as simple and compound sentences to improve the fluency. Modify word 

choice appropriate to the application in order to enhance the writing. Apply tools or strategies 

such as peer review, checklists, and rubrics to refine the draft. 

 
Use resources and reference materials to select precise vocabulary. Students proofread the 

draft a correct it for appropriate conventions: Identify punctuation, spelling, and grammar and 

usage errors in the draft. Use resources such as dictionaries and word lists to correct 

conventions. Apply proofreading marks to indicate changes. 

Source: commoncore.org 

 
Example: Research/Informative Writing 

Grade 3 Unit 3 Have students choose an age-appropriate biography to read from a series, such 

as the TIME for Kids series of biographies. Instruct the students to note-take based on the key 

questions (as described in the previous activity) while reading the biographies. Then partner 

the students to share information and create a short series of PowerPoint slides to answer 

each of the questions (who, where, when, why, what, and how) as well as to highlight three to 

five key events in the person’s life. Have students combine several questions on one slide such 

as “where” and “when.” Limit each pair to a total of 5 slides, with the last slide showing the 

key events in the inventor’s life. Combine the slides into one presentation, and present it to an 

audience such as the students’ parents or another classroom. 
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3 W 6 With guidance and support 

from adults, use technology 

to produce and publish 

writing (using keyboarding 

skills) as well as to interact 

and collaborate with others. 

Teachers provide models of published writings as examples of expectations. 

Teachers have students select possible topics from the Social Studies (Strand 1 & 2) and 

Science Standards.Students may work with a partner or small groups to collaborate and 

critique their work. 

Source: commoncore.org 

 
Example: Shared Research 

Grade 3 Unit 1 Students have read a variety of trickster tales from various cultures. Now it is 

time to center on one of the cultures. You could, for example, choose to focus on the Plains 

Native American culture after reading the “Iktomi” tales by Paul Goble by assigning a short 

class research project on it. In small groups, have students brainstorm questions that can be 

answered about the culture. Assign each small group a question to answer. Use the internet, 

encyclopedias, and informational books to answer questions. When the students have finished 

their projects, create a class book or multimedia presentation to show what they have learned 

about the culture. When you are finished, ask “Why did the Plains Indians create trickster 

stories to tell to their children?” This activity can be repeated with any of the cultures from 

which trickster stories came. 
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3 W 7 Conduct short research 

projects that build 

knowledge about a topic. 

Students should paraphrase information from a source or sources. The material should be 

organized into a meaningful sequence. The main ideas and relevant details should 

demonstrate knowledge of the topic. 

Teachers create a rubric to inform students the expectations of the assignment. 

Students create a checklist to assure that all elements are included. 

 
Example: Research/Informational Text/Oral Presentation 

Grade 3 Unit 3 

Have each child choose an invention they love (e.g., an iPod or a bicycle). If students prefer, 

allow them to choose a painting by one of the featured artists or a song performed by one of 

the featured musicians (see Art, Music, and Media). Students will then research who invented 

the object. Have students create a presentation of the information they discover about the 

inventor of their favorite object. Allow students to photograph the object so that they can 

display an image of it while they tell about the history of their invention. If students picked a 

work of art or song, display a photograph or play a recording as the student shares their 

research. Require students to answer the guiding question stems (“who, where, when, why, 

what, and how”) in their presentations. 
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3 W 8 Recall information from 

experiences or gather 

information from print and 

digital sources; take brief 

notes on sources and sort 

evidence into provided 

categories. 

The emphasis of this standard is on the gathering information and recalling prior knowledge 

to prepare students for writing a research paper. Students, with teacher guidance, will create 

categories to organize note taking. Teachers will model organizing notes in a meaningful 

sequence. Students list the source of their information (book, internet). Teachers use Social 

Studies Standards (e.g., Strand 1 American History, Strand 2, and World History) or Science to 

select appropriate topics. 

Source: commoncore.org 

 
Example: Informational Writing/Informative Text 

Grade 3 Unit 5 

Assign to the students a research project on a planet other than earth. Create a display of 

many books on the planets and have students choose a book with which to start their 

research. Using the key words “where, when, why, and how key events occur,” students 

should begin by creating a list of questions they want to answer through their research. The 

generating of questions could happen as a class if students need modeling of the process. Give 

students large index cards with each question on one side and have them write the answers on 

the other side. When they are finished finding the answers, have them use these cards to write 

a report on the planet. As students revise, they should focus on word choice to make their 

reports as literary and interesting as possible. Students should create one prop to help explain 

their most interesting finding about the planet. 
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3 W 10 Write routinely over 

extended time frames (time 

for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time 

frames (a single sitting or a 

day or two) for a range of 

discipline-specific tasks, 

purposes, and audiences. 

(Q1-Q4) 

Discipline-specific tasks may be narratives, opinion pieces, informative/explanatory, journals, 

friendly and formal letters, logs, diaries, functional text, instructions, recipes, procedures, 

posters, etc. 

 
Example: Research/Informational Writing 

Grade 3 Unit 4 

Give the students this prompt: “Choose one president that interests you from the books we’ve 

read about the presidents. Research the president using online sources, an encyclopedia, and a 

biography (of him). Then, write a poem about him (called a “bio-poem” for a poem that is a 

biography) based on your research. Use the following format to organize your poem. Use the 

process of revising and editing before publishing your work.” 

 
Example: Class Discussion/Literature 

Grade 3 Unit 1 

Introduce the unit by asking students if they have family stories they love to tell. Allow 

students to share favorite family stories for a few minutes. Introduce that day’s new chapter 

book: The Stories Julian Tells by Ann Cameron and Ann Strugnell. As students read the first 

chapter of the book, “The Pudding Like a Night on the Sea,” ask them to examine Julian as a 

character. You might post these leading questions and discuss their meaning by having your 

students ask you the questions as their new teacher: How would you describe Julian? 

• What are his character traits? 

• Why does he do what he does? 
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